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RAPHAELJS FABRETTI Vrbinatis de Aquh A- 
qu&dudlibus veterB Rom<z Dijfertationes tres in 
Quarto Rotn& , 1680. 

i- HP He firfl Difcourfe of the noble and ingenious Fabretti 
JL reprefents the Art and Grandure of the Aquaduttus 
Alexandrians } which taking name from Smerus the Emperor, 
as Spartiamrs allures, runs obliquely for a good Foundation, 
yet loftily,in molt places upon an Arc LXX- foot high,through 
Procoio dr Pant am between the Via Labicana and Prtnejtinafc\3ixA by 
the noble Sepulcher of the faid Emperor and his Mother,unto 
the Vineyard of the Carthufians in the City, at 14 miles diltance from 
its Fountain. The Dutt or spec as is x \ foot broad, 4I high, 
and thick in the lides z \, admitting in divers places an Aperture 
or Breath-hole made of Tophus z\ foot fquare : and is fuftein’d 
by fquare Piles of Brick, 8 foot tnic<, well cemented 
and inwardly polilht ; and cover'd with an Arc of the fame 
matter 1 2 foot over. 

2 The fecond Diflertation, which treats of Aqua Marcia and 
Clamha, is opportunely prefac t with the meafure of the Old 
Roman Foot : which this Learned Italian aflerts to be the Pes 
Cayirolinm, that L. leasts procur'd, more than an hundred years 
lince, to be cxprcft on a marble Table in the Capitol, toge¬ 
ther with the Roman Palm of nine inches, and the Canna Ar- 
chilcjtunica of ten Palms , and the Decnnp da or Rod of ten Foot, 
Our Author comparing the two Iaft together, found the Mo¬ 
dern ov Architect omc Palm to make near 9 flinches of the Ancient 
Roman Foot , the Canna Airchit eci mica reaching to 7 ] Fort of the 
cld Decempeda: and confequentlv that a Roman Adds, or yooo 
Foot , contains near 660 \ of the modern Canna i not 6(17 Canna, 
as L Holilenuts cftilliates in his Difcourfe De miliar t> Aureo , mi- 
Itaking the modern Roman Palm for juft \ of the Antique Roman 
Foot. Much lefs will SO. Canna of the Rater Surveys extend 
to the length of an old Roman mile , as Pat m computed. But 
the meafure of the Pes Capitolinas on the marb e Table fore- 
mention’d, (and not the Print of it y. 88 t. Pai demenfurk , 
toofeanty by \ of an inch ,) is fufficiently confirmed by three 
joynted Braf-Feet found in different places, and by f'everal Bricks, 
carrying one Foot in lengt h, and an half in bredth, taken up 
from the Ruins in Via oitienfi and jn divers other places. 
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Wherefore this Capitol Foot ought to be preferred tanto tlie 
rude Draughts on the Monuments of th t ancient Architect, M. 
tA-.bmutt, T. Stattlms, and ( «. Cojjuttm ; which laft is taken for 
the wry Roman Foot by the honor of ourNati6n Dr. John 
Greaves. Yet this, as Well as the Statilian, falls fhort of the 
Capitol-Foot by near J part of an inch, whereas the <y£butian is 
about as much too large- Moreover the Villalpandine Module t 
argued loofely and inverfly from the Content of the Vtfyaftan- 
exceeds by \ of an Inch the Capitolina or True Roman 
Foot : for to this do precifely agree, fays our wife and experi¬ 
enced Author, the numerous Patterns and Remains of an¬ 
cient Architecture, that are daily dug up about the City. 
Soon after he gives a public Example of the c a-itolme Foot J 
telling us it futes exactly with the 73. of thofe exxv. 
l'paces into which Filial;: audits divides his Semicircular Jnfirument p. 
3; 6 - Comment m Ezach. Laltly, the Foot which Ricctolus offers 
us for Roman in his Ahmgtjl.p 5-8 furpalfeth the C 'ajtolme by a 
full Digit, or « of the whole: and his other meafure Gec- 
graph. Reform, f. 34. by Jg part. But to return to our Aqua- 
du<st, highly extoll’d by rimy, Plutarch, Arrian, Frontims . and ill 
this Claule of Propertius, csFiernum Marcias humor opus. This Wa¬ 
ter taking its name from King Anm<, and as defervedly from 
Pubhus and ’Muintm, in tlie lame Marcum Family, or ormSfev Cfo p 
*a't i&mw h PdfM w ixi;ayi*Tx, &c . arileth not from the Lacus Fu- 
ctnus (whence Rimy and Statius would fetch it) but in the Crojji- 
path between the Tia Valena and Sttblactnfti, two miles fhort of 
Carulus and Curtins, tlje Fountains of qua Claudia: but oblerves 
tlie fame Level with the (.laudian ■ becaufe it defeends more 
precipitate from tlx: Originc. Yet within 5- miles of Rome the 
/.qua Marcia runs 20 Foot lower than the Aqua Claudia. But 
at 7 miles diftance from R<m. , and at a mile and an half from the 
midway to Mm mo, as Fabretn after Frommus exactly meafur d, 
the Ayna Marda is both purified and modukd ', by falling into, and 
foon after riling up from a long fquare Pifima or Cistern , 6 
loot deep, made of Flint, and coverd with a Network. , by 
order of Hadrian the Emperor. Now the latter ufe of thefe 
Pomh or Cestcrns , that fufflaminate the Current of the A- 
quadudts, is frequently taken notice of by Fromimts : lb that 
Signior Caftelli his belov d Problenic, F.x vehiit ate aqua modum 
ejus - vanare, is not fo new as he pretends. 
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}• The third -DiHertation concerning AyutJuBs, the belt 
Argument, by the confeflion of Dionyfius, Str*bo, pitrj and o- 
thers, of the Magnificence of Rome, remarques that of the 
fourteen Ap& 4 ucis which Procopius- found at the City in his 
time, ten are now quite loft j and the other four, namely 
Aqu.; Crabra or Lhrmnata , '/ rajana, A'exandri/ta, and Ptrgo mucll 
corrupted. The laft lb much fam’d in Antiquity, arifing 
near Rivas Her calamus , is derived unto Port a Piamitua at the 
length of LXIII Acres or 3024. Roman Paces. Tor to the 
Rons of Rome, and not ( as the Incomparable thlstemus con¬ 
tends) from the eyldcd AtiUamm , the conducts of Ways and 
Haters are precisely to be eftimated. Upon this occalion 
Signior Fatmtu ingenioully acknowledges, againlt t e Ex¬ 
orbitance of 7- Li fins and others, that the compafs of Rome 
[ambitus, Ur bit) by its Ancient Rons , ihould be reduct in P li¬ 
nks numbers from X 111 . by aneafic change unto VIII Miles \ 
to accord to the the magnitude of Athens , which is the 
Aflertion of Strut0: as allb to the limits of Dionyjl,u<, with¬ 
in the ridge of the Hills, the Tumuli } tlie Tibur , and the 
Agger. Yet [Rom, ampluudo) Rome taken with all its Suburbs , 
according to the fame Pliny and to this Dijjeriator , made a 
wide Circuit of LXX. Mils. This in brief from the 
three Learned Difcourfes of Signior Raphael Fabniti. 



